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DECLARATION OF NEUTRALITY OF THE CONGO FREE STATE. 1 

August 1, 1885. 

The undersigned, administrator-general of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs of the Congo Free State, is directed by the Sovereign King of this 

State to inform His Excellency Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of , that in accordance with article 10 of the General Act of the 

Conference of Berlin, the Congo Free State declares itself, by these 
presents, to be perpetually neutral, and that it claims the advantages 
guaranteed by Chapter III of the same act, at the same time that it 
assumes the duties which accompany neutrality. The regulation of 
neutrality will apply to the territory of the Congo Free State enclosed 
in the limits resulting from the treaties successively concluded by the 
International Association of the Congo with Germany, France and Portu- 
gal, treaties notified to the Conference of Berlin and annexed to these 
protocols, and which are thus determined, to wit : 

[Here follow the boundaries.] 

(S.) Bdm. Van Eetvelde. 



THE KING'S TESTAMENT. 

August 2, 1889. 

We, Leopold II, King of the Belgians, Sovereign of the Congo Free 
State: 

Wishing to assure to our beloved country the fruits of the work which 
for many years we have carried on in the continent of Africa, with the 
generous and devoted assistance of many Belgians ; 

i Declaration of neutrality of the Congo Free State, December 28, 1894. 

The regulation of neutrality, which formed the subject of the declaration 
notified August 1, 1885, to the signatory powers of the General Act of the Con- 
ference of Berlin, will apply henceforth to the territory of the State bounded as 
follows, in consequence of the Protocol of April 29, 1887 {Bull, off., 1888, p. 242), 
and of the Arrangement of August 13, 1894 {Bull, off., 1894, p. 250), concluded 
with the French Republic; the conventions concluded May 25, 1891 {Bull, off., 
1891, pp. 213 and 217), and the declarations signed March 24, 1894 {Bull, off., 
1894, pp. 22 and 29), with the Government of His Very Faithful Majesty, and the 
Arrangement concluded May 12, 1894 {Bull, off., 1894, p. 245) with the British 
Government: 

[Here follow the boundaries.] 

Brussels, December 28, 1894. 
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Convinced that we shall thus contribute in assuring to Belgium, if it 
desires it, the indispensable outlets for its commerce and industry, and 
in opening up new paths for the activity of its citizens ; 

We declare, by these presents, that we bequeath and transmit, after 
our death, to Belgium, all our sovereign rights over the Congo Free State, 
such as have been recognized by declarations, conventions and treaties 
concluded since 1884, between foreign powers, on the one hand, and the 

International Association of the Congo and Congo Free State, on the 
other, as well as all property, rights and advantages attached to this 
sovereignty. 

Until the Belgian Legislature shall have acted upon the acceptance of 
my aforesaid provisions, the sovereignty shall be exercised collectively by 
the council of the three administrators of the Congo Free State and 
by the governor-general. 

Done at Brussels, August 2, 1889. 

(Signed) Leopold. 



LETTER OF THE KING TO M. BEEENAERT. 

August 5, 1889. 

Dear Minister: I have never ceased to call the attention of my 
countrymen to the necessity of turning their attention to countries across 
the seas. 

History teaches that countries with restricted territory have a moral 
and material interest in spreading out beyond their narrow frontiers. 
Greece founded wealthy cities, homes of art and civilization, upon the 
shores of the Mediterranean. Venice, later, based its greatness upon the 
development of its maritime and commercial relations, no less than upon 
its political successes. The Netherlands possesses in the Indies thirty 
million subjects, who exchange for tropical productions the commodities 
of the mother country. 

It is in serving the cause of humanity and progress that peoples of the 
second class appear useful members of the great family of nations. More 
than any other, a manufacturing and commercial nation like ours should 
endeavor to assure outlets for all its workmen — thinkers, capitalists, 
and laborers. 

These patriotic considerations have dominated my life. They decided 
the creation of the African work. 



